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Pupils who completed the Outdoor Learning enrichment
lessons in school had an opportunity to attend a fun
packed Forest Schools event at Sony in Bridgend.

The workshop was delivered by qualified Forest School
leaders, combining Forest School principles with outdoor
learning. Pupils had the opportunity to build shelters,
play games, split wood, light fires and cook pancakes over
their fires.

The workshop really was a great opportunity for pupils to
develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on
learning experiences in a natural environment.

Learning in
the Outdoors

We are proud to have launched a new
Learning in the Outdoors course this
September. This Agored Cymru
accredited course is designed to equip
students with practical skills and
knowledge. We are designing and
creating a wildlife friendly garden this
Autumn. Pupils have also been
practicing pitching tents. We had an
excellent visit to Cwm Brombil school
to get inspiration. Thank you for the
boots, Mr Stephens!
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Sustainable Future -Parc Storm

Last term, a group of Year 9 students along with
Mr. Pucella visited Solcer House, Parc Stormy at
Stormy Down in Bridgend. Parc Stormy is a
great place to see different forms of energy
generation in action.

On arrival we were issued with high-vis vests and
had a safety briefing. We then went to the
‘Knowledge Factory’ where we had an insight
into the 3 key areas that are worked on at the
site which are

1. Renewable Energy
2. Low Carbon Cement Substitute
3. Digestate

We had a talk from Mrs. Goddard on Anaerobic
Digestion and how the site uses food waste to
help the local farmers with a digestate fertiliser.

Thank you to Cisco network for a great day
out for our young girl learners. Pupils had
great fun learning about this $56billion
business and the CEO worked up from
starting as a ‘shop floor’ employee. Cisco
currently has 170 apprentices over all 4
years. We learnt about how apprenticeships
work within the company, and how this
program can be tailored for you as you
develop your skill set. We then looked at
‘What the Heck is Ai?” We had a discussion

on how Al can collect information and make

Digestate is the material remaining after the
anaerobic digestion (decomposition under low
oxygen conditions) of a biodegradable
feedstock. Digestate is an excellent fertiliser
containing all nutrients and micronutrients
necessary for modern farming, including
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. Itis
provided to many of the local farmers in the
area. We also explored the Energy Trilemma
based on security, affordability (fuel poverty)
and sustainability.

As a group, we had the opportunity to go inside
the sustainable eco house designed by Cardiff
University, we walked through the solar panel
farm with 2,940 solar panels. We stood
underneath a 100m+ tall operational wind
turbine, we looked inside their state of the art

point to remember, whether using secondary
sources or generative Al, is to always check
your sources and proofread the content!

Next we played a game where pupils from all
schools formed a human network. Pupils
were split into groups where each group had
several PCs and a network switch. There was
a main router for the entire network. Pupils
had to send messages from their PC to a PC
in another group. They needed to lookup
addresses in a table and then write source
and destination on their envelopes. This

decisions and how inaccurate it really is. Akey  showed how the main router quickly became
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minerals research lab and looked at how food
waste that we put out each week turns into
renewable energy.

For pupils who have an interest in DT, Science,
Engineering, ICT or Geography that this site is
definitely worth a visit.

Mr. Pucella

overloaded with network traffic and
could not deal with sending messages across
the network.

The girls finished the day by competing ina
series of capture the flag tasks, solving a
series of puzzles using cyber chief and
encryption puzzles. We won lots of sweets
and power banks to keep us charged for the
days ahead!




University

We had the opportunity to take our
GCSE and A Level Computer Science
pupils to visit the University of South
Wales (Treforest Campus) for a
Computer Science Taster Day. The trip
took place on Monday 7th July.

Pupils gained an insight into university
life and enjoyed taking part in a series
of workshops from programming a
Raspberry Pi to control a series of
sensors to mimic the Internet of Things;
a series of devices we have in the home
from microwaves, fridge freezers and
washing machines to Smart TVs and
speakers which connect to exchange
data over the Internet. Pupils really
enjoyed controlling the actuators

and sensors to develop these lifelike
programs.

The afternoon session included an
escape room computational thinking
activity and a quick introduction to
PyGame Programming where pupil

of South Wales,
Computer Science Taster Day

—Treforest Campus

created a very simple computer game
where they created a main character to
avoid an asteroid belt. PyGame is a free
and open-source cross-platform library
for the development of multimedia
applications like video games using
Python but has been used to create
apps such as the Amiga inspired
PyDPainter.

More details can be found here
https://www.pygame.org/tags/all.

Empower: Girls in Cyber

The Year 10 girls had a great day learning about
Cyber and Technology at Trinity St David’s in
Swansea. We started the day with Capture the
Flag challenges hosted by SudoCyber, a local
company based in Brecon, which runs training
programs for SW Police, the Army and other
commercial organizations. They learnt about a
variety of cyber-attacks and how to overcome
these.

Elizabeth and Lucy from DVLA Digital explained
about their role in maintaining registration and
licensing for the 46 million vehicles and 52

million driving license records we have in the UK.

They explained how they help the police by
giving details for accidents etc. We learnt about
Lucy’s journey from an Apprenticeship, including
ayear in Industry, to degree programs offered by
the DVLA. They both talked about the In house
training of staff culture, to help inspire, attract
and grow their employees, including
programmes such as Security Operations
Center Specialists (SOCS) to help protect from
cyber-attacks. We learnt about Elizabeth’s
journey from doing an accountancy degree to
studying an MSc in Computing Forensic working
in mobile forensics. She talked about ‘lmposter
Syndrome’ that made her question whether she
was good enough? Did she have enough
experience? Common traits of anyone starting
off in their career.

There were further talks from Laurice Keogh,

Apprentice of the Year 2022, how she used her
initiative to pick up and do other jobs on her
training e.g. the website which helped secure
her full-time role with Digital and Health Care
Wales part of NHS Data.

Tech in sport ColegSirGar, Llaneli and Coleg
Ceredigion with sports lecturer Rob Kirk, offered
some hands-on workshops such as posture plate
to check alignment, blaze pods for reaction
timing, lung and hand grip dynamometer to
measure Watts and speed along with a series of
other athletic recovery devices which give
baseline data and allow comparison with this
data throughout a professional sportspersons
career.

Pupils also took part in an interactive escape
room where they worked as a team to solve a
series of cyber security puzzles before the time
ran out. This was held in one of the university’s
immersive rooms consisting of 3 large video
walls, creating an enclosed digital environment
which exploits the power of experiential
learning, removing the barriers surrounding

VR headsets. The rooms have been used by
university students, for example, art pupils who
have designed wallpaper, and companies such
as Land Rover to showcase their latest cars.

The day concluded with a quick-fire quiz with
members of Admiral, where again our pupils
managed to come back with a box of sweets for
the winning group!
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It was a fun, interesting and unique
experience gging tothe

\_’_ od :
On the 27th of June, 40 of the computer science
and digital technology students in Year 10 and a
fewin Year 11 went to the Williams racing
factory in Oxford. We had to be at the school at
5:30 in the morning, and then got to the factory
at around 9:00. We were met with a Williams
worker called Max who walked us into the
experience centre in a room called Monaco,
which was named after the famous race circuit.
He went through the schedule for the day and
what we would be doing throughout the day.
As we were walking around the factory, we had
to be quiet because free practice was on and
people were working and communicating to the
two drivers and team in Austria.

Our first activity was in the Frank Williams room.

We were randomly put into 8 teams of around 5
and were given a table and a number. First, we
did a crash test with just paper where we had to
protect a ball made of plasticine from a cube of
aluminium that was dropped into a long clear
tube. The people that came up with the best
ideas, about 8 of us, were given free Williams
racing pop sockets. Then, the last practical
activity, we had to create a nose cone of
different materials such as paper, card,
cardboard, cotton balls, etc. We were split in our
team, 2 of us being design team one and the
other 2 being design team two. The other
person was the manager. We had about 10
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 drafts before we had 15
‘minutes to come up with our final design. We
were able to crash test the final design and
come up with a presentation to present our
nose cone on the stage in the room. The team
with the best nose cone and presentation were
given free Williams racing hats.

After lunch, the 40 of us were split into 2 20’s.
One of the groups went into the racing
simulator. We were brought upstairs and into
the racing simulator room, where there were
over 20 chairs, screens, and steering wheels to
play the simulator. We played different circuits,
such as Monaco and Austria where we raced
each other and battled to win. This was more
difficult than we thought as these were
professional racing simulators, where the brake
pedal had to have 30kg of weight pressed down
on it to stop fully.

After the racing simulator, we went to the large
museum room. Max gave us a tour of the
museum and spoke about the different cars that
were there. For example, Ayrton Senna’s car was
one of the cars that was in the museum. We
were even able to hold a large piece of an F1 car,
which wasn’t that heavy surprisingly. We then
got to look and hold the helmets and steering
wheels from the f1 cars we then had free time
to look around the museum and take pictures
of all the cars.

After the 2 groups were done, we went back to
Monaco to finish the day. We were all given free
bags with Williams racing merchandise and an
opportunity to go to the gift shop in the factory.
In the bag, there was a free Williams USB
charger, a pen,and a water bottle, along with the
branded bag it was given to us in.We then had a
long bus journey home, but it was all worth it for
the experience we had that day. It was a fun,
interesting and unique experience going to the
Williams HQ in Oxford on the way out which
included a Williams water bottle, F1 phone
charger and a Williams racing pen.

Ava Jasperse and Sean White




This Summer our Year 8 pupils

Forces Fitness Visit

took part in a dynamic session
led by Forces Fitness,a company
run by former military personnel
specialising in health, resilience,
and outdoor training.

The morning began with a
warm-up and an introduction to
the importance of nutrition and
healthy lifestyle choices. Pupils
then rotated through a series of
physical challenges and
teamwork tasks that tested not
only their fitness but also their
ability to communicate,
problem-solve, and support one
another.

From mini assault courses to group challenges, the activities encouraged
pupils to step outside their comfort zones and discover the value of
resilience. It was inspiring to see students who are usually hesitant in PE
lessons growing in confidence, engaging fully, and working alongside
classmates they wouldn’t normally team up with.

Teachers were impressed with the positive atmosphere and
encouragement shown: “You instantly put the pupils at ease and gave
them the right encouragement ... it was nice to see pupils that normally
wouldn’'t have the confidence to take part get stuck in and communicate

with people they usually
wouldn’t speak to”

The session wasn't just about
fitness — it was about developing
life skills. Pupils left with a
stronger understanding of
teamwork, perseverance, and the
benefits of healthy choices. Most
importantly, they came away
with a real sense of pride in what
they had achieved together.

We are grateful to Forces Fitness
for delivering such an engaging
and memorable day, and we look
forward to welcoming them back
in the future.

Year 9 War Memorial Visit

During the first few weeks of this
academic year, all Year 9 pupils have
visited the Porthcawl War Memorial
with their History teachers. The visit
gave pupils time to reflect on the
impact that the First and Second
World Wars had on the local
community, as well as to observe

how those who lost their lives are
remembered. Pupils then wrote about
the importance of remembrance and
commemoration in the following
lesson, which allowed them to develop
their empathy skills. Overall, pupils
showed great maturity when visiting
the memorial in the grounds of All
Saints Church, and clearly gained a lot
from the experience.

a

Our Sony Trip
- Physical Computing

When we first arrived, Gemma
from Sony met us and took us
to a visitor’s room. We received
a lanyard and an electrostatic
jacket so that we did not
accidentally destroy any circuits
in the factory. The jacket is
designed to safely dissipate
static electricity to prevent

damage to sensitive electronics.

Mr. Pucella also had to wear
protective footwear.

We were then met by Steve
who gave us a presentation
about the company and told us
where it was from (Japan). He
told us about raspberry pi
(computers) and told us about
the cameras they make in the
factory.

After the presentation we went
to have a tour of the factory.
We saw the clean room which
is where the lenses of the
cameras were put together.
The room had to be very clean
as not a single speck of dust
should go on the lenses
otherwise the camera would
get blurry. The room is actually
cleaner than an operating
theatre in hospitals.

We then looked at the final
finished camera and visited the
stations where workers put
them together. It takes 3-5
hours to put a camera together
and 2 people.

Then we saw all the machines
that helped make the raspberry
pi computers. The robots first
made them and then tested the

raspberry pi. If the test failed the
workers had to fix them by
hand. We also saw how they
made the boxes and put them
in ready to ship.

After the tour we had lunch.
After lunch we worked with
raspberry pi's and helped make
lights flash up using coding
instructions, set up using
Scratch and Python.

We then finished the day with a
Japanese culture session and
made origami.

Anna-Marie James (7T)

Sony Centre Trip

On the trip we had a tour of the
factory and explored all the
different stations including
where they make raspberry pi’s
and there were many robots
that where constructing each
raspberry pi. Ateam member
inspected each one to check it
was correct then it went
through a heating and cooling
process and soon after was
checked again by a robot then it
was placed into its packaging.
We then had a practical session
and went into a teaching room
and coded light sequences by
using python and scratch. At
the end of the day we did a
Japanese session and learnt
many different Japanese words
and we made some origami
hearts. Overall, | think it was a
very enjoyable experience.

Seren Pugh (7T)
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Roman and
Tyler throw their
way to Gold!

Roman Jackson has competed in many competitions this
season representing Swansea Harriers, South Wales,
Glamorgan Valleys and Porthcawl Comprehensive at
hammer and discus, winning many gold medals. He is the
No. 1T hammer thrower in Wales for his age group and No.6
in the UK. He will now enter the Welsh National
Development Programme at the end of the season. He is
also the No. 2 discus thrower in Wales. He has a personal
best of 45.69m in hammer and 32.06m in discus.

The photo shows Roman with his gold medal from the
Inter-Regional Championships and also a photo from the
finals of the School Track and Field Championships with
fellow Porthcawl Comprehensive pupil Tyler Woodward.
Roman won gold medals in hammer and discus and Tyler
won a gold medal in shot put with an amazing throw of over
12m. A fabulous day for both of them and for the school.

Along with other year groups, Year 7 and Year 10 competed in
the National Urdd 7s competitions last term.

Congratulations to Jack
Parrott who has gained
his first Welsh Cap, being
selected for Wales U18s
Touch Rugby team.

. Maithew Clatd
* Towel who recent
for representingfWes ;
aiB’s rughyleagpie; § i
Ky

“l was so happy to
represent Wales Touch
Association in Vichy,
France. We came away
with the Bronze medal
and | was top try scorer

for the team?”
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e
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Congratulations to Jaiden Rees-Griffiths
who won Gold at the Global Dance Open
World Finals in Birmingham in July with his
younger brother in the Showdance. 1500
dancers aged 5-29 from 35 countries
competed. He also placed 1st with his
large street dance group, 3rd in his small
street dance group and 3rd in his Jazz/
Showdance group also adding to Team
Wales' medal tally.

Congratulations to Syd Nicholas of
Year 12 who won double gold in Ju

Jitsu at the Men’s Open in Somerset.

Dina M won Bronze medals in Fighting
and Extreme Weapons at the ICO World
Championships in October.
Congratulations to Uma who finished 4th
in Traditional Weapons.



PCS Tennis Toumament 2025

The courts of PCS came alive this Summer as
students battled it out in the highly anticipated
PCS Tennis Tournament 2025. With fierce rallies,
surprise upsets, and moments of pure brilliance,
this year’s tournament was one for the history
books.

Main Cup Competition

In the Boys’ Cup, Ben Thomas rose to the occasion
with a commanding performance, defeating the
formidable Isaac Windibank in a thrilling final.
Ben'’s journey to the top was marked by grit and
determination, making his victory all the more
impressive.

On the Girls’ side, Leila Williams proved
unstoppable, taking the title after a hard-fought
final against Annie Rees. Leila’s consistency and
tactical brilliance made her a standout throughout
the tournament.

Mixed Doubles Magic

Arguably the highlight of the entire tournament
came in the Mixed Doubles Final, where the crowd
was treated to a breath-taking display of teamwork
and talent. In a match filled with dazzling volleys
and razor-sharp reflexes, Chloe Hall and Josh
Davies triumphed over Lottie Dickinson and Oscar
Jones with a convincing 6-2 victory.

This win was especially sweet for Chloe, who
successfully defended her title after winning last
year alongside Josh’s older brother, Jack. Her
back-to-back victories cement her status as one of
PCS’s most decorated doubles players.

Plate Competition

For those who narrowly missed out on the main
draw, the Plate Competition offered a second shot
at glory—and the matches didn’t disappoint.

Boys’ Plate Winner: Jacob Hall, who battled
through the draw with resilience and sharp play.

Girls’ Plate Winner: Lexie Dickinson, whose
powerful baseline game carried her to a well-
earned victory.

Year 7 Rising Stars

The future of PCS tennis is in safe hands, as the Year
7 Tournament revealed some exciting new talent:

Girls’ Champion: Ella Hapgood, who impressed
with her agility and smart shot selection.

Boys’ Champion: loan Morgan, whose strong serve
and confident play made him a standout from the
start.

A Festival of Tennis

From the first serve to the final point, the PCS
Tennis Tournament 2025 was a celebration of
talent, perseverance, and sportsmanship.
Congratulations to all players—and especially
to our champions — for making this year’s
tournament a smashing success!

Boys cup finalists and
what a match

Ell

Tisr
Saphia Evians
Sphi Evugg
Al

Lol “'W‘;'Jms

Year 7 Girls Final
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This year’s Sports Day was a vibrant and spirited
occasion, bringing together pupils from across
the school in a celebration of athleticism,
teamwork, and friendly competition. The event
was themed around the five iconic colours of
the Olympic rings—Blue, Yellow, Black, Green,
and Red—each represented by a house team.
These rings, originally designed by Pierre de
Coubertin, symbolize the five inhabited
continents of the world and the coming
together of athletes from across the globe. In
the same spirit, our pupils came together in
unity, regardless of background or ability, to
compete with passion and pride.

The Olympic values of excellence, friendship,
and respect were on full display throughout
the day. Pupils pushed themselves to achieve
personal bests, supported one another with
encouragement and sportsmanship, and
showed great respect for their competitors and
the rules of each event. Whether it was a sprint
finish, a high jump attempt, or a relay handoff,
the commitment to fair play and mutual
support was evident in every corner of the field.

The competition was fierce, with each team
striving to earn points across a wide range of
track and field events. Ultimately, it was the
Gold team who triumphed overall, finishing with
a commanding total of 1,014 points. Their
consistent performance across all year groups,
particularly in Years 8 and 10, secured their
place at the top. Blue and Black followed closely
behind with 891 and 852 points respectively,
while Green and Red rounded out the standings
with 762 and 714 points.

Two individuals stood out above all others for
their exceptional all-round performances. The
title of Victor Ludorum was awarded to Coen
Walsh of Year 7, representing the Blue team.
Coen’s athleticism was on full display as he
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claimed victories in the 200m and 800m races,
clocking times of 30.85 seconds and 2:40.06
respectively. He also impressed in the high jump,
clearing 1.3 metres. His versatility and
determination across both track and field events
made him a deserving recipient of the title.

The Victrix Ludorum was awarded to Kaci
Williams of Year 9, competing for the Green
team. Kaci was a dominant force in the sprints
and jumps, winning the 100m in 14.78 seconds
and the 200m in 32.29 seconds. She also leapt
an impressive 4.10 metres in the long jump. Her
consistent excellence across multiple disciplines
earned her the top honour among the girls and
made a significant contribution to her team’s
overall score.

There were many other standout performances
throughout the day. Samuel Cole of Year 9
(Black team) set a new year record in the high
jump with a leap of 1.55 metres and also
achieved 5.30 metres in the long jump. Caden
Lewis of Year 10 (Gold team) was another top
performer, winning the long jump with 5.40
metres and the shot put with a throw of 10.50
metres. Jack Parrott (Year 10, Black team)
showed his sprinting prowess with a 100m time
of 12.36 seconds and also threw 22.14 metres in
the discus.

In the younger year groups, Alfie Carter

(Year 8, Gold team) impressed in the shot put
and discus, while Eliza Cinderby (Year 8, Red
team) delivered strong performances in the
javelin and discus. The relay races added
excitement and drama to the day, with the
Year 10 boys’ relay team from Blue clocking a
swift 49.75 seconds, and the Year 9 boys’
team from Black winning their race in 52.04
seconds. The Gold team’s Year 8 girls also
shone in the relay, finishing with a time of
60.30 seconds.

Sports Day 2025 was a resounding success, not
only for the athletic achievements on display
but also for the spirit of camaraderie and
enthusiasm that filled the day. The Olympic
ideals of striving for excellence, building
friendships, and showing respect were not just
themes—they were lived out by every pupil who
took part. Congratulations to all the athletes
who participated, and especially to Coen

Walsh and Kaci Williams for their outstanding
individual accomplishments. With such talent
and dedication on show, the future of school
sport looks brighter than ever.




Transition
Day 2025

Pupils from our feeder and non-feeder schools spent the day
experiencing life at our school, attending four engaging
lessons across different subjects. From science experiments
to creative writing and hands-on activities, the children
embraced each session with enthusiasm and curiosity. It was
wonderful to see them growing in confidence, making new
friends, and getting a real taste of secondary school life. The
day was filled with smiles, laughter, and learning — a brilliant
start to their journey with us!

In June, we welcomed nineteen Year 6 pupils
from our feeder schools, to our transition
programme, Helping Hands. The programme
was held over three mornings and they were
action packed with activities, including a treasure

September.

The programme was a great success, and this
is evident from how the pupils have settled into
school life at PCS, since their transition in

Year 6 transition pupils
learn to speak out

Pictured are Year 6 pupils who joined Year 12 and Year 7 pupils in
July to have a taste of English lessons. Leading the sessions were
Year 12 English students who are part of the successful school
debating team. The primary pupils learnt the rules and conventions
of debating and developed their confidence in public speaking.

KS3 English co-ordinator Mrs Kembery said, "We are fortunate to
have such enthusiastic, helpful and talented pupils to assist Year 6
pupils in their transition to secondary school. | am sure they found it
aspirational to learn from older students, whose achievements and
confidence inspired them to believe in their potential."

As a school we are very grateful for the help of
the CART team (Communications and
Relationship Team) who have supported us
year on year. We would also like to take the
opportunity to thank our Year 10 wellbeing
The mornings were an opportunity for the pupils  ambassadors who supported the Year 6 pupils
to familiarise themselves with the school,meet  with the activities during the three mornings.
key staff members and forge new friendships Their help was invaluable, and they were the
before their transition to Porthcawl best role models - thank you.

Comprehensive School. It was a pleasure to
witness the newfound friendships develop.

hunt around the school, creating a ‘helping hand’,
and mindfulness sessions. The most popular
and helpful activity was a Q&A session with Year
7 pupils, now our current Year 8 pupils.

Mrs Morgan and Mrs Dancer
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West Park
Primary School

What a fantastic start to the Autumn Term at West Park!
The children have returned full of smiles, energy, and
enthusiasm for learning. Classrooms are buzzing with
curiosity as pupils dive into their new themes — from space
adventures to eco initiatives — and behaviour across the
school has been exemplary.

Areal highlight of the term so far has been our incredible
Charity Walk, which raised over £14,000 for Blood Cancer
UK. The sense of community spirit was truly heart-warming.
Despite the rain, pupils showed amazing perseverance and
positivity, singing and smiling every step of the way. We
were especially honoured to be joined by Mr Tunnadine
whose years of dedication to West Park have made such a
lasting impact. He was deeply moved by the outpouring of
love and support from pupils, ex-pupils, parents, and the
wider community —a special day that will be remembered
with great affection.

Our Year 6 pupils also enjoyed an action-packed residential
at Llangrannog, showing resilience and teamwork
throughout, while younger pupils embarked on a space
themed learning experience that launched their new topic
with plenty of excitement!The Eco Green Leaf Shop
continues to thrive, offering refills, second-hand books, fresh
allotment produce, and our Sustainable Wardrobe —a
brilliant way for families to save money and reduce waste.

A huge thank you to our wonderful families and community
for your ongoing support— what a start to the year!
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The new academic year has begun with it a fresh wave of
excitement, energy, and opportunity. We were delighted to
welcome new families and teachers into the Nottage
community. This term’s whole-school topic is Discovery,
sparking curiosity in every classroom. From exploring

the wonders of the natural world to uncovering historical
secrets.

Welsh language and culture is also our focus and we
celebrated Shwmae Day with pride, and our Criw Cymraeg
took partin inspiring Urdd Jambori workshops this
October. For Armistice Day, we will honour Hedd Wyn, the
poet posthumously awarded at the Eisteddfod from the
WWI battlefield—a poignant reminder of sacrifice and
creativity.

Along with the soggy start to the term years 4-6 made a
big splash with their swimming lessons at the pool. We're
proud of our sports teams’ successes this term and
grateful to families for their support in attending fixtures.

We extend heartfelt thanks to our PTA for their tireless
efforts, which have helped fund our brilliant new literacy
sheds for Years 1-3. These creative spaces are already
sparking imagination and a love of reading.

Finally, Christmas show preparations are in full swing
— festive excitement is building!
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- Primary School

Newton Primary School in Porthcawl has developed an excellent
reputation for music and the expressive arts. The ‘Newton Singer
Songwriters' journey began in 2022 when the children began to participate
in additional musical performances, songwriting and recording. The school
has been very successful in promoting the expressive arts curriculum in
Porthcawl, offering amazing creative opportunities for the pupils both
outside and within the curriculum.

On October 6th Newton Primary School’s Singer Songwriters group
travelled to London to compete in the UK Schools National Songwriting
Competition for the second consecutive year. We were the only school
selected to perform again from over 350 schools across the UK—a
remarkable achievement! Representing Wales with our original song “We
Believe in You”, the children performed brilliantly and thoroughly enjoyed
the experience. The standard was incredibly high, but Newton Primary rose
to the occasion, performing with confidence and enthusiasm. They showed
that their talent and hard work had earned them a place among some of
the top schools in the country, which included several comprehensive
schools and academies.

School Head of Performing arts Henley Jenkins said ‘The children have
been practising together for months, showing incredible dedication and
teamwork in preparation for the finals. Well done to all the children who
were involved and all of the parents who supported us, you’ve made us
all so proud!

Pupil Ottilie Cosson said “Even after the long bus ride it was an amazing
experience to take part in this competition for the second time. | had
been looking forward to this so much since we were selected to compete
in the final”.

Autumn has arrived, and our lunchtime and
after-school clubs are in full swing! This year, we're
rotating clubs each term to give everyone a chance

to try something new. This term, we're offering football,
netball, performing arts, wellbeing, library, and cross-
country.

Our cross-country team has been training hard during
lunchtimes, and we're getting ready for our first race of
the year at Pencoed Comprehensive School later this
term. Rain or shine, the team has been out running—
nothing can stop them!

We're also very excited about our first-ever Art Gallery
Event, taking place this December at Porthcawl
Museum. Each class has been exploring a different
artist—from Van Gogh to Banksy —and creating their
own amazing masterpieces. These final pieces will be

proudly displayed at the museum. It’s a wonderful way
to celebrate our pupils’ creativity in the heart of the
community!

We've got lots of other exciting community events
coming up too, including after-school discos, colour
runs, classroom visits, and enterprise days.

For all the latest news and dates, don’t forget to check
out our school website and read our most recent
newsletter!

THE SCHOOL SONG
FINAL <

Porthcawl Post - Winter 2025

31



Pupil
Achievements

Winter 2025

Many congratulations go to the following:-

Sienna Jenkins Year 10
Basketball Wales U15 -selected for tournament in
Belfast in July

Tesni Morgan Year 11
Played Cricket for Glamorgan

Chloe Hall Year 11
Basketball Wales U17

Jude Jenkins Year 10
Selected to play Cricket for Wales South

Jack Parrott Year 11
Selected for Wales Touch Rugby U15 (Mixed) Year Instrument Grade

Maisy Walsh Year 10
Royal Academy of Dance (Ballet) Grade 5 Distinction

Sophie Walsh Year 7
Royal Academy of Dance (Ballet) Grade 2 Distinction

Syd Nicholas Year 12
Jiu Jitsu-Double Gold in Men’s Open in Somerset in
September

Dina Mohanaraja Year 8
ICO World Championships - Bronze medal - Fighting Flute GRADE 1 MERIT

Piano GRADE 4 MERIT

Uma Mohanaraja Year 9

ICO World Championships - Fourth Place in Danny Richards Electric Guitar GRADE 2 MERIT
Traditional Weapons

Grace David Piano GRADE 2 MERIT

Eden Wong & Oliver Thomas Year 9 (8 at the time) Ben Bloomfield Violin T
Ospreys Cup Winners as part of the Bridgend )
Athletics U13 Rugby team Piano GRADE 3 PASS

PARENTS/CARERS

We rely on you for our information!
Has your child achieved success or recognition relating to an extra-curricular activity? If so, please email

pressbox@porthcawlschool.co.uk
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